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BOROUGH  OF  ALDE3URGH 
IFTURIM  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  1940 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  TEE  BOROUGH  OF  ALDEBURGH. . 


This  is  a brief  interim  report  and  only  deals  -with  statistics 
except  for  some  remarks  on  the  Mosquito  nuisance., 

In  July  1940  a Memorandum  on  Measures  for  the  Control  of 
Mosquito  Nuisances  in  Great  Eritain  was  received  from  the  Ministry/ 
of  Health.  This  Memorandum  states  that  Mosquitoes  may  carry 
malaria  but  it  is  mainly  because  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  their 
bites  that  anti-mosquito  measures  are  undertaken. 

There  are  29  species  of  mosquito  recorded  from  the  British 
Islands . 

If  anti-mosquito  measures  are  to  be  carried  out  effectively 
and  economically,  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  consideration 

(1)  The  species  of  mosquito  responsible  for  the  nuisance 

(2)  The  habits  of  the  insect  concerned. 

In  1924  I reported  2 cases  of  indigenbus  Malaria  amongst 

the  visitors  here.  The  Ministry  of  Health  sent  down  Colonel  Jame: 
and  an  assistant  to  investigate  and  they  discovered  the  malarial 
mosquito  in  a pond  and  in  several  of  the  houses  in  the  Leiston  Roc 
In  all  of  my  reports  from  1928-52  I stated  that  no  steps  had  been 


taken  to  deal  -with  mosquitoes*. 

In  the  prefatory  note  to  this  Memorandum  Sir  Arthur  MaeUalty 
cays  "sufficient  details  have  been  given  (in  this  Memorandum)  to 
nable  local  authorities  and  others  to  deal  with  most  of  their 
losquito  problems  properly  and  effectively,  even  in  the  absence  o.l 
•he  expert  advice  which  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Ministry  are 
Always  willing  to  give*  " 

As  the  Nuisance  from  mosquitoes  has  been  so  marked  this  year 
: recommend  that  you  apply  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  an 
3 Xpert  to  be  sent  down  to  give  us  help  and  advice  on  this  difficult 
Hatter. 

Statistics . 


Population.  This  varied  with  evacuation  from  3,120  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  to  1,330  towards  the  end. 

I have  taken  2,225  as  the  mean  between  the  two  for  the  Birth 
ind  Death  Rates. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  it  at  2,257  with  a comparative 


factor  of  0.85. 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 


On  Rate  book  last  year 


New  Houses 


886 

4 


Destroyed 


Empties 


890 

5 


885 


71 


814  Inhabited  or  furnished,  incluu 
‘those  used  for  war  purposes. 


Rateable  Value 


F 

9 


Estimated  April  1st  1940,  £23,301 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £90 

General  Rate  12/-  in  the  pound,  of  which  lo/-  is  for  the  County 

Council. 

Live  Births  Total  M 

Legitimate  I7  ® 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Rate  for  thousand  population  7.64 
(Rate  for  England  and  Wales  14.6  ) 

Still  Births  Total  M 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  Nil 


Rate  per  total  of  100  live  and  still  births 
(England  and  Wales  0.55) 


Jeaths  Total 

M. 

F 

31 

14 

17. 

Crude  death  rate 

13.93 

Comparative  rate 

11.84 

5.5 


England  and  Wales  14.3 

Infant  Mortality.  No  deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 

Causes  of  Death.  Heart  9.  Senility  6,  Cancer  5,  Brights  3. 
Apoplexy  2,  Tubercle  1.  Bronchitis  1.  Violence  1. 

Other  Diseases  3. 

No  deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or  Diarrhoea. 

Ages  at  which  death  occurred,  5 **  15,  1;  25-45,  1* 

45-65,11;  65  and  over, 18; 

The  average  age  for  each  death  was  M.57,  F.  72.  That  for  the 
Senile  group  was  76.6. 

Nursing.  The  District  Nurse  visited  132  cases,  making  3,533 
vis  its . 

Maternity  Work.  Of  the  Aldeburgh  mothers  3 out  of  14  went  to 


Hospital  for  their  confinement,  11  engaged  a doctor  and  nurse 
and  3 the  Midwife. 


Pour  evacuees  in  Aldeburgh  end  25  mothers  from  the  surrounding 
district  used  the  Cottage  Hospital,  which  was  only  available  for  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year,  of  these  13  engaged  a doctor  and  nurse 
and  11  a midwife,  when  a doctor  had  to  be  called  in  on  four  occasions. 
Water,  Samples  of  water  for  analysis  were  taken  quarterly  and  from  a 
•well  supplying  4 cottages  by  the  Watering  Pond  and  from  the  Brickfield 
Cottage  to  see  if  the  supply  had  been  upset  by  some  bombs.  All  the 
samples  proved  quite  satisfactory. 

Rainfall . The  readings  of  G.  E.  Sunderland  Taylor  and  Miss  Austen- 
Leigh  were  22.73  and  20.79  inches  respectively;  both  being  7-ir  inches 

less  than  last  year. 

Housing.  Thapse  new  houses  wer6  completed  during  the  year,  two  of 

which  were  outside  the  sewer  area.  Five  houses  were  destroyed. 

Mortuary.  Plans  for  a new  Mortuary  were  passed  but  not  proceeded 

with*  the  old  one  in  the  Churchyard  was  considerably  improved. 

Schools.  The  school  was  evacuated  on  June  25th;  up  to  that  date 
the  average  number  attending  was  238.3  with  an  average  attendance 

for  the  first;  quarter  of  76.8  owing  to  some  cases  of  Rubella,  ana 
tho  soscncL-Ouar-b^r  of  .32*3 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis) 


Diseases 


Total 


Ages  Adm.  to 
5 . 61  ITT,  72  hvsptt&i 
• — X — * 

-'ll 


Total 

teattTs 


Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Chioken  Pox 


1 

2 

2 


1 1 


Tuberculosis 


New  Cases  deaths 


Age 

Periods 

P-iIm* 

M.  P. 

Bon.Pulm. 

M.  F. 

Pulm. 
M.  F. 

Non  o Pulm 

M,  F«> 

10 

1 

1 X 

30 

1 

24  This  was  a case  of  Meningitis  and  was  not 
notified  in  the  ordinary  way. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.D. Somers,  CUB.E.,  M.A,,  M.B., 
M.B.ch.  (Cantab). 

M.R.S.I. 
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